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A CERTAIN TUNE 
5 Songs for Flute Solo* inspired by Poems of Sara Teasdale 

I. “Beautiful, Proud Sea”

Careless forever, beautiful proud sea,
You laugh in happy thunder all alone, 

You fold upon yourself, you dance your dance 
Impartially on drift-weed, sand or stone. 

You make us believe that we can outlive death, 
You make us for an instant, for your sake, 

Burn, like stretched silver of a wave, 
Not breaking, but about to break. 

II. The Tune

I know a certain tune that my life plays;
Over and over I have heard it start 

With all the wavering loveliness of viols 
And gain in swiftness like a runner’s heart. 

It climbs and climbs; I watch it sway in climbing 
High over time, high even over doubt, 

It has all heaven to itself—it pauses 
And faltering blindly down the air, goes out. 

III. Lines

These are the ultimate highlands, 
Like chord on chord of music 
Climbing to rest 
On the highest peak and the bluest 
Large on the luminous heavens 
Deep in the west. 

IV. Grace Before Sleep

How can our minds and bodies be 
Grateful enough that we have spent 
Here in this generous room, we three, 
This evening of content? 
Each one of us has walked through storm 
And fled the wolves along the road; 
But here the hearth is wide and warm, 
And for this shelter and this light 
Accept, O Lord, our thanks to-night. 

V. “There Will Be Rest”

There will be rest, and sure stars shining
Over the roof-tops crowned with snow, 

A reign of rest, serene forgetting, 
The music of stillness holy and low. 

I will make this world of my devising 
Out of a dream in my lonely mind, 

I shall find the crystal of peace,—above me 
Stars I shall find. 

— Sara Teasdale 

Sara Teasdale’s poems reprinted here are in the public domain. 

This work is a solo flute version of A CERTAIN TUNE, originally for solo English horn. Version for solo flute © copyright 2021 Juliana 
Hall Music. All rights reserved. 

Layout, design, and cover art by David Sims 
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Proud and Playful  q = 76

Juliana Hall (ASCAP)

5 Songs for Flute Solo* inspired by Poems of Sara Teasdale

A CERTAIN TUNE
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* This work is a solo flute version of A CERTAIN TUNE, originally for solo English horn. Version for solo flute © copyright 2021 Juliana Hall Music. All rights reserved.
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a little more movement
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poco ritardando
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a tempo
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                

  
        

  



   

      


                

                   

           
     



         
       


  

               
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